
The fourth and final way in this series 
of articles of setting aside God's law 
is by us being deceived.  A deceived 
heart is perhaps the hardest for us to 
discover when looking at ourselves. 
It is much easier for us to realize a 
deliberate and rebellious sin, a sin of 
neglect, or a sin through substitution 
of God's law than it is for us to 
recognize and realize that our own 
heart has been deceived.  It takes 
great honesty of heart for us to be 
able to see our mistakes.  

This avenue of setting aside God's 
law was the avenue in which Eve 
took in disobeying God's command 
of not eating of the fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil.

God commanded them that they were 
not to eat of this fruit and warned 
them that if they did, they would 
surely die in that day.  God placed 
this command in front of Adam and 
Eve out of love, for God knew that if 
they ate of this fruit, their eyes would 
be opened and able to discern good 
from evil or right from wrong.  God 
knew that mankind with this ability 
would be accountable for their 

actions when they chose to do wrong 
and therefore die spiritually.  This 
command was a command given out 
of love and concern for man's soul.  

But, the tempter came up to Eve and 
deceived her.  He planted a seed of 
doubt for God's actions.  The record 
tells us that the serpent came up to 
Eve and said, “Did God actually say, 
'You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden'?” (Gen 3:1) Do you see what 
the serpent is doing?  He's creating a 
doubt in Eve as to God's motive. 
Basically, it was as if the serpent was 
implying that God was holding 
something great back from Adam and 
Eve.   
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TODAY'S SERMON:
The law of the LORD is perfect, 
converting the soul: the testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple. Psalms 19:7 

It is hard to be 
clothed with 

Christ when we 
are all wrapped up 

in the world.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY



Eve told him God's law, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 
'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that 
is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.” (Gen 3:2-3) 
Satan comes back with another seed of 
doubt in God.  He said, “You will not surely 
die.”  He reasons, “For 
God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you 
will be like God 
knowing good and evil.”

Do you see how the 
serpent operates?   His 
faulty conclusion is that 
Adam and Eve would 
not die even if they 
disobey this command, 
and he gives his 
reasoning by stating 
some truth but 
improperly used.  It was 
a lie that Eve could fall 
for, and of course, she 
did.

Eve was deceived into thinking that God 
did not have her best interest at heart, and 
she with a deceived heart broke God's law 
thinking she was only taking that which was 
rightfully hers.  

There is the major problem with deception. 
People, which are for the most morally 
good, break God's law while thinking they 
are fulling them.  How is it that people get 
deceived and how can we keep from these 
dangers?

Do you remember the young prophet that 
was deceived by the old prophet in 1 Kings 
13?  The young prophet allowed himself to 
become deceived.  He knew God's word, 
but yet because of perhaps his own desire to 
do something other than God's word, he 
decided to disregard God's word and jump 

on the chance to believe the 
old prophet.  

If this was the reason, it 
follows Paul when he said, 
“...and with all wicked 
deception for those who are 
perishing, because they 
refuse to love the truth and 
so be saved.  Therefore God 
sends them a strong 
delusion, so that they may 
believe what is false, in 
order that all may be 
condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had 
pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” (2 Thess 
2:10-12)  

Notice the perishing refused to love the 
truth.  It is not because they could not know 
the truth, but it was because they did not 
want the truth when they found it, just like 
the young prophet.  They wanted something 
else.  For this reason God allows them to go 
their own way. (see Rom 1:24-25)

Let us be watchful and not be deceived. 
Receive with love the word of God and 
follow God's commands. 
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"Eve was 
deceived into 
thinking that 
God did not 

have her best 
interest at heart"






