
We as children of God have been 
made this way by our obedience to 
God’s grace.  God made us his 
children by giving us the way.  It is 
up to us to receive this way.  John 
says, “But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.”  (John 1:12) 
And Paul elaborates on this by saying 
we are “buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the 
dead.” (Col 2:12)

It is man that submits to and performs 
the baptizing, but it is God that does 
the operation.  This operation is the 
operation of our being made children 
of God.  Paul further tells us, “For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ.  There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according 

to the promise.” (Gal 3:26-29)  And 
we see an example of this in Luke's 
record: “The Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be 
saved.” (Acts 2:47) The Lord adds us 
to the church when we become saved.

This church is also said to be the 
body of Christ.  Paul tells us that God 
“hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him that fills all 
in all.” (Eph 1:22-23)  In this we see 
that Paul equates the church to the 
body.  They are the one and the same.

As a body, Paul tells us that there are 
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TODAY'S SERMON:

Beware of a half 
truth because you 
may have gotten 

hold of the 
wrong half.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

WHY DO WE SING IN WORSHIP?

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him."

- Col 3:16-17



many parts, or members, that make up a 
body. He says, “For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members 
have not the same office: So we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.” (Rom 12:4-5)  He 
also says, “For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body: so also 
is Christ.  For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but 
many.” (1 Cor 12:12-14)

We as children of God make up the body of 
Christ.  Just like your own personal body, 
the body of Christ is made up of different 
parts.  These parts have their own purpose. 
I would like for you to ask yourself is this 
question: “Am I a member of Christ’s body, 
and if so, what purpose do I serve as 
member of His body?  What is my duty?”

Everyone’s job in the body of Christ is just 
as important as the other.  Your role for the 
church is a great and important role.  Paul 
says, “If the foot shall say, Because I am not 
the hand, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body?  And if the ear 
shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am 
not of the body; is it therefore not of the 
body?  If the whole body were an eye, 
where were the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling?  But now 
hath God set the members every one of 
them in the body, as it hath pleased him.” (1 
Cor 12:15-18) Your duty is one that God 
has set you to have for the purpose of a 

properly functioning body.  If all were the 
eyes, the body wouldn’t function properly. 
If the body had no eyes then the body 
would be blind.

I encourage you to have a sense of duty! 
You are just as important to the body of 
Christ as the next member.  Our jobs are 
different, but our working together creates a 
properly working body.  Let us find our job 
and do it to the best of our ability.  

If you are not a member of this one body, I 
encourage you to become one by the being 
obedient to the gospel of Christ.
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We get into trouble when we 
scheme and plan to help God 
work out His plans.  When God 
announced, even before Esau and 
Jacob were born, his purposes 
concerning these two prospective 
sons of Isaac and Rebekah, 
Rebekah should have realized that 
God would work out His plans in 
His own way; but she thought she 
must do some scheming to help 
God work out His plans.  In so 
doing she lost the company of her 
beloved son and caused him 
untold misery.
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